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Ross Technique Saves the Day 

By Ernesto Chavez 
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 Clark County Artists Guild’s 
first fundraiser, taught by 
Nancy Johnson using the “Bob  
Ross” one-hour oil painting 
method, was a success (see 
photo above) for both teacher 
and students. A fifty-dollar 
donation to CCAG entitled 
students to a three-hour 
session with Ms. Johnson, at 
the end of which each student 
completed his/her own 
“masterpiece,” an oil painting 
on canvas. 
 
 The students painted the same 
subject; however, the finished 
pieces were visibly different 
from one another. This was 
due, in part, to the wide 
variety of students, ranging 
from children to seniors and 
beginners to veteran painters.  
  
 One couple, a grandmother 
and granddaughter, were 
bonding with each other  
while they painted. The 
granddaughter’s t-shirt caught 
some of grandma’s stray paint.  
Her face and arms caught 
some paint too. Grandmother 
stopped painting to restore  
her grand daughter to a paint-
free state. They were both 
pleased with their final 
paintings.  
 

 If this were a contest, 
everyone would have been a 
winner thanks to Johnson’s 
patient and energetic teaching 
style. She walked around to 
every student while they were 
painting. If someone was 
struggling, she reviewed the 
technique for that problem 
and had the student correct 
the problem using what was 
previously taught. She declared 
a cookie break where students 
got up and checked out each 
other’s paintings. It was 
amazing how well the 
technique worked when you 
could see how many  
different paintings were made 
from the same subject.  
  
 Nancy Johnson is going to 
have a third session scheduled 
for Saturday, June 19th,  
at 10:00 am at the Galleria De 
Chavez.  The sessions are a 
great way to learn a new  
technique, complete a painting, 
and grow as an artist.  You will 
be painting in a relaxing  
atmosphere along with your 
fellow artists. Please join us for 
the art experience .   

 



 

  Marketing Your Art  by Tanya Allason 
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In marketing your art, it’s always a good 

ideas to customize the marketing materials 

which brand you and your artwork. That 

being said, the marketing materials have to 

be effective in their message, eye catching, 

and something people can take away with 

them for future contact, and something they 

can give to their friends. 

There are five major materials to have. They 

are: 1. Business cards, 2. Illustrated 

postcards, 3, Brochures, 4. A photo book. 

and 5. Website. 

Business cards serve as your billboard and 

must contain contact information, website 

address, a photo of you and or your work, 

plus additional details on the back. You must 

have business cards if you want to look 

professional, and you should always carry 

them with you. As a selling artist, always 

show your art to potential buyers, even if it’s 

only on your business card. 

Postcards  This is a great way to display 

your artwork when doing an exhibit/art 

fair/or show. Potential buyers can take the 

post card with them, which serves as a good 

reminder of what your work looked like 

when they are no longer in front of you. 

Several different images can be printed on 

the front side, while your contact 

information can be printed on the back. 

 

Brochures: Artist 

brochures and catalogs 

make great promotional 

tools. If you can afford it, 

catalogs look more 

substantial than 

brochures, they’re taken 

more seriously, and they 

tend to end up on 

bookshelves than  in the 

trash. While brochures 

cost less, they are still a 

good way to display black 

and white photos of your 

work, as well as including 

a short bio and exhibit 

listings or shows you’ve 

participated in. 

Photo Book: You can 

display multiple works of 

art in an 8 by 10 plastic 

notebook. You can use a 

three ring blinder as a 

portfolio by printing your 

art on glossy paper and 

putting it in sheet 

protectors. 

Website: For those with 

a large body of work, or 

numerous pieces of 

jewelry or sculpture, a 

website is a must have. 

Everyone knows about 

the internet, its effect on 

business, and the 

exposure it lends both 

domestically and 

internationally. It allows 

you the widest display of 

your work(s), tells more 

about who you are, and 

the type of art you 

create. You can even 

keep things fresh by 

quoting articles from 

publications, post link to 

other websites, and get 

the word out about you 

and your art by quoting 

reviews from other 

sources. 

Why bother doing your 

own PR? Even though it’s 

time consuming, getting 

your name in front of the 

public allows you to be 

two places at once: in 

your studio and out in 

the public. You know the 

message that people see 

is exactly the one you 

want them to see. 

Remember, you are the 

world’s greatest expert 

on things about you. 

 



 

Schedule of Artist Guild 
Meetings 

June 17 Thurs. 

July 15 Thursday 

August 17 Tuesday 

September 16 Thursday 

October 21 Thursday 

November 18 Thursday 

December   No meeting 
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Meetings start at 6:30 

Centennial Hills Library 
(702)507-6132 
6711 N. Buffalo Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV 89131 
 
Directions: 95 North, Exit Buffalo E., 
turn left onto Deer Springs Way.  
Library is on the NE corner. 

 
Challenge of Life 

Charleston Heights Art 
Gallery has an annual show 
open to Las Vegas seniors 55 
or older, called “The 
Challenge of Life”. Several 
members of the CCAG 
participated, and two of them 
won prizes. 
 

David Mazur won First Place 
in the Watercolor division. 
Chieko Amadon won 3rd 
place in Pastel Painting. 
 
Also participating were: 
Rosalee Haney, Kathy Baxter, 
Jim Lane, Johnny Guyon, 
Manon Hamile, Barbara 
Sindelir, Dale Cox, Carole 
Urban, Amy Simpson, Chieko 
Amadon, and David Mazur. 
 

Resort at Mt. Charleston 
Welcomes CCAG  
 
     In early March of this year 
the guild began offering artists 
on weekends to show their art 
at the Resort at Mt Charleston.  
The agreement between The 
Resort and the guild is a win-
win  situation for members– 
our artists get an opportunity 
to exhibit their art, and The 
Resort’s lobby is enhanced by 
an exhibition of paintings, 
ceramics, photography and 
jewelry.  Our presence gives 
Resort customers another 
reason to enjoy their visit. The 
artists also were able to enjoy 
the amenities of the resort and 
its spectacular view. 
     The Resort’s elevation is 
6000 feet and it is about 15-20 
degrees cooler than the Las 
Vegas valley floor. During visits 
in March, artists reported 
plenty of snow lingering about 
the resort. Skiers visited the 
lodge for lunch and dinner.  
Now the weather has warmed, 
bringing a new crowd of 
visitors who enjoy bicycling, 
motorcycling, jogging or just 
sitting around the patio reading 
books. 
 As the weather 
improves, artists will be 
encouraged to set-up on the 
patio, where they can 
demonstrate their painting 
techniques, thereby engaging 
curious visitors with the 
process of creating a painting.   
     Resort management has 
welcomed the interaction 
between the tourists and the 
artists of CCAG. As a result 
they have extended the 
welcome mat through the 
summer.  
 
 

.   
 

What Do You Know 

About Crayons? 

By Jon Campo 

 The word crayon itself 
goes back to 1644 as a 
diminutive of the French word 
craie (chalk) and the Latin word 
creta (Earth). Combining wax 
with pigment is an idea that goes 
back thousands of years. The 
Egyptians perfected a technique 
using hot beeswax combined 
with colored pigment into a 
process we call encaustic 
painting. A heat source such as 
hot stone was used to burn in 
the image into a permanent form 
(today, we use a travel iron for 
the same purpose). This method 
exists today using techniques 
first created by the Greeks and 
Romans. However the process 
was too complicated for use in 
classrooms or as crafts for 
children. 
  
 Crayons originated in 
Europe where some of the first 
cylinder shaped tools were made 
with charcoal and oil. For more 
on the history of crayons go to 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cray
on.  
 
J



 

MELODY HOPE STEIN: 
ARTIST AND EDUCATOR 
 
 Melody Hope Stein 
began her art studies at 
Harpur College, where she 
started as a pre-med student 
and discovered drawing in 
the bio lab.  She preferred 
drawing to dissecting and 
continued her post graduate 
studies at Hofstra University 
in education. Melody’s career 
has always been split between 
being an artist and being an 
art teacher.  She taught art 
for 27 years in Hewlett, NY, 
and then resumed teaching in 
Las Vegas at the Adelson 
Educational Campus. 
 Back in the late 
1960’s, Melody and her 
husband Franklin lived in 
Hempstead, NY, across from 
a housing construction site. It 
was while she was walking in 
front of the construction 
zone that she noticed a 
mountain of crushed beer 
cans. Enlisting the help of 
Franklin, the two of them 
started searching for 
“interesting cans” (anyone 
married to an artist will 
understand what that means.) 
Melody transformed the 
crunched aluminum into 
whimsical characters. The can 
art was written up in Parade 
Magazine and Newsday, and it 
was exhibited in seven 
libraries in Nassau County 
and at Adelphi University. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Melody was a full 
time middle school art 
teacher when she had a 
month long group exhibit in 
the SOHO in Manhattan. 
One of her drawings was 
used on the front cover of 
the announcement of the 
show. (Another artist in the 
show was Claes Oldenberg, 
international pop artist.) 
 No story about 
Melody would be complete 
without mentioning her 
passion for art 
rubberstamping that started 
in 1982.  She founded and 
edited a magazine called 
National Stampagraphic, which 
she and Franklin worked on 
for about 15 years.  She had 
her own rubber stamp 
company Stampberry Farms 
for which she designed and 
manufactured her own line of 
rubber stamps. 
 After many years of 

teaching on L.I., she moved 
with Franklin and their 
teenage daughter Morgan to 
Las Vegas, where she opened 
an arts and crafts store called 
ArtsVegas. When the store 
closed, Melody was hired as 
the art teacher, and a few 
years later she created a 
“stained glass” mural for a 
prayer room at the Hebrew 
Academy. Today she is the 
visual arts director of the 
Adelson Upper School. 
 Melody became 
interested in polymer clay 
about 15 years ago and 
eventually replaced her stamp 
passion for clay mania.  She 
served as President of the Las 
Vegas Polymer Clay Guild 
and started the Bottles of 
Hope program first at 
Summerlin Hospital and then 
at the Nevada Cancer 
Institute.  She and Guild 
members make beautiful art 
objects by enhancing 
chemotherapy bottles with 
clay and then distribute them 
to cancer patients at 
milestones in their treatment. 
 Melody is a woman 
whose life has centered 
around art and sharing that 
art with others. 
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PROFILE OF OUR 
PRESIDENT ERNESTO CHAVEZ 

 
Ernesto is a native of Bisbee, AZ, 

a small mining town located nine miles 
from the Mexican border.  After high 
school he attended the University of 
Arizona for 2 years, and then left U of A 
to pursue a career in music.  His musical 
career was short lived, so he moved to 
the San Francisco Bay Area. While there, 
he completed work for a BA degree in 
mathematics from San Francisco State 
University.   

During the next 22 years, Ernesto 
had a freelance career in business 
applications for several manufacturing 
companies in Silicon Valley. It was at this 
time that he became an avid backpacker, 
traversing the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
on the Pacific Crest Trail.  It was on the 
trail that he discovered a passion for 
photography, as he tried to capture the 
magnificent scenery of the high country 
with his camera and tripod. 

In an attempt to enhance his 
skills, he took four seminars in 

photography at a local college. With this 
knowledge, he pushed the limits of his 
photography to a higher level from 
where he began. His goal was to capture 
the “feeling” experienced on his travels 
to places where relatively few people 
ever visit.  His equipment of choice is a 
large-format (4x5) camera that shoots 
film.  He produces all of his work in-
house including: printing, mounting, 
matting and framing.  The work, in full 
color, can be seen at Galleria de Chavez 
in Las Vegas as well as at various business 
locations.   

Ernesto is also a founding 
member of Clark County Artists Guild 
and currently serves as President from 
2010 through 2012. 
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A Two-Year History of the 
Guild To Date 
 

Initially, Chieko Amadon and 
Kathy Baxter decided it would be a good 
idea to start a guild.  Soon, more artists, 
including Barbara Sullivan and Dale Cox, 
got together and had a series of 
discussions from which the Guild was 
created.  In July, 2008, Clark County 
Artists Guild was registered as a not-for-
profit business.  Other people have 
contributed their time and money to help 
grow this organization to its present size 
from the early meeting until today.  

Founding Members who started 
the Guild are:  Ron Aldinger, Aurora 
Alvarez, Chieko Amadon, Kathy Baxter, 
William Billingslea, Allean Blair, Ernesto 
Chavez, Dale Cox, Johnnie Guyon, 
Rosalee Haney, Lisl Harper, Dr. Joseph 
Kitchen, Nancy Kugler, Jim Lane, James 
Patrick Lynch, Michael Rachiele, Amy 
Simpson, Barbara Sindelir, Barbara 
Sullivan, Carol Urban and Helen Wong.  

Founding member Amy Simpson 
proved to be resourceful by using her 
seamstress skills to design and create 
protective cloth bags used to transport 
artwork.  Amy then sold the bags to 
other guild members and donated the 
profits.  Lisl Harper thought this was a 
good idea, and she made a batch of 
carrying bags, which were also sold to 
members.   

Nancy Johnson decided to help 
raise funds by teaching art classes. She is 
on schedule to teach her 3rd session of 
painting, utilizing the Bob Ross method.  
She donated the profits to the guild. The 

response from the community to these 
efforts has been very positive.  

 Chieko Amadon also liked the 
idea of teaching classes and will be 
scheduling her first class in the next 
several weeks to help raise funds for the 
art guild.  You can be sure that once the 
guild has established a permanent art 
center, both Chieko and Nancy will have 
gathered an ongoing group of students 
during the fundraising phase.   

The guild board members and 
committee members are also working to 
raise funds by providing members various 
venues for exhibiting their art under the 
guild umbrella. 

The venues presently include: The 
Resort at Mt Charleston, Whole Foods, 
and The Village at Lake Las Vegas. 
Participating members pay a nominal 
donation to the guild for this opportunity.  
Other members are donating artwork to 
be sold or auctioned at Galleria de 
Chavez and at the Eagle Crossroads 
Center.  Artists who have donated 
artwork include:  Chieko Amadon, Carol 
Urban, Amy Simpson, Ernesto Chavez 
and Dr. Joseph Kitchen. 

The guild will continue to find new 
ways to raise funds to meet our main 
goal: to find an affordable permanent 
space to call our home.  The art center 
will provide a place for meetings, 
classrooms, art shows, seminars, and a 
place where members can meet and 
create art.  Ultimately, new artists will be 
attracted and the guild will continue to 
grow in number and missions. Our 
mission is to educate the public and 
ourselves so that we can become better 
artists and teachers. 
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Volunteers Needed 

Writers: We need people who would like 
to write educational, news, or feature articles 
for this newsletter.  We will edit your article for 
publication.  You can write your own ideas, or 
we can assign you a topic.  All writers will 
receive written credit for their work. 

 
Web Editor: Edit hard copy for the web.  

You will not have to write anything - just get it 
up on the web.  You will get credit on the 
masthead as Web Editor.  We can use more 
than one web editor so we can rotate the 
editors. 

 

Public Relations: We are looking for 
someone with contacts in local media, e.g. 
newspapers, regional papers, radio stations, and 
television stations.  We will supply you with the 
topics to be covered in future issues.  You will 
report directly to the President with your 
contacts. 

 
Marketing Support: One or more people 

needed to increase attendance at our events 
through creation of flyers, mailers, email and 
internet materials.  Members will be trained by 
others with experience on how to accomplish 
these tasks.  You need to be willing to learn and 
get involved, just like Santa’s helpers. 
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Editors-in-Chief: Franklin & Melody Stein 

Associate Editors: Ernesto Chavez, Jon Campos, Tanya Allason  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members for Fiscal 2010-2011 

• Ernesto Chavez Ph:  702.395.0598 Email:  vegasframer@gmail.com 

• Jim Lane  Ph: 702.396.0168 Email:  lane2j@centurylink.com 

• Aurora Alvarez 

• Chieko Amadon 

• Lisl Harper 

 

Web:  WWW.CCAGLV.COM 



 

Clark County Artists Guild 

6592 N. Decatur Blvd., Suite 125 

Las Vegas, NV  89131 
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